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written a Jamshid u Khurshid, certified by Jami."As also later edi-
tions of Salman’s Kulliyat almost exclusively omit this work (but
include the Firag-name), there is every reason to publish the present

first critical edition of the J amshid u Khurshid. Our edition is based
on MS 1243: 1.0. 407, fols. 261 b — 369 a (cf. H. Ethé, Catalogue of
Persian Manuscripts in the Library of the India Office, Vol. I, 1909,

P. 718) with constant consideration of MSS Add. 27134 and Or. 7755 of
the British Museum (cf. Charles Rieu, Catalogue of the Persian
Manuscripts in the British Museum, Vol. II, London 1881). Also used
in this edition is a Jewish-Persian version (Add. 17, apparently
unique, cf J.P. Asmussen, Classical New Persian Literature in Jewish-

Persian Versions, Studies in Bibliography and Booklore, Ohio 1967).

Not least concerning the sound manuscript tradition of the Persian

Jews this copy is of great importance.

We are in a great debt of gratitude to Mr. S.C. Sutton, Librarian
of the India Office Library, and to the Trustees of the British Museum
for procuring micro films of the manuscripts and thus enabling us
to finish our work.

Copenhagen, Denmark August 1967.
F. Vahman J.P. Asmussen
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guity, amphibology) is rightly praised and has become legendary. E.
G. Browne’s general conclusion concerning the skill and importance

of Salman is (A Literary History of Persia III, Cambridge 1951, P.
271) that he “deserves to be ranked amongst the great panegyrists
and qgasida-writers, that he was an ingenious, skilful and to a certain
extent original poet, but that he lacks the fire, passion and convic-
tion which make a poet great and famous beyond the limits of his
own time and country”. A Farsi point of view is expressed by Sa’id

NafisT P. 202 in his Nazm u nasr dar Iran u dar zaban-i farsi, Vol.

I, Tehran 1344. About Salman’s personal relations his verses in the
nature of things give no particulars, just as his religious attitude
cannot be fixed with absolute certainty. His eulogy of “Alj, howéver,
might indicate a Shia point of view (Jan Rypka, Iranische Litera-
turgeschichte, Leipzig 1959, P. 254). Salman’s superiority as a qaside-
writer has, however, to a certain degree thrown the rest of his works
into the shade. When he in a verse-hardly genuine, though — by Hafiz
is called “Master of the World” (ul> !,5).his gaside’s have been
thought of — just as in for instance Dawlatshah and Lutf ‘AlT Beg.
But Salman also wrote other things, a Saginame (Rypka, op. cit. P.
254) and above all the two mathnawl poems, the Firag-name (Book
of Separation) and the Jamshid u Khurshid, an imitation of Nizami’s
Khusraw u Shirin, but still in many ways a valuable work, at least
as regards folklore and folk-tale studies (cf. the excellent introduction
by the late Rashid Yaseml to the Kulliyat of Salman edited by
Avesta, Tehran s.a.). It is symptomatic that Professor Franz von
Erdmann in a paper on Salman in the Zeitschrift der Deutschen
Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft 15, 1861, P. 753 ff. still could write

that he was ignorant of Ouseley’s statement that Salman also had
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Salman (about 708/1308 — 778/1376) had his fling with virtuosity
in all genres of Iranian poetry (gasa’id, on a very old MS — A.H.

708 — containing these cf. The British Museum Quarterly VIII, 3, 1934,
P. 102-103, ghazaliyyat, rubd’iyyat, etc.), but was above all known
and appreciated as a qas'l‘de—w'riter and panegyrist under the Ilkhani

(Jala’ir) dynasty, especially Shaykh (Sultan) Uwais, the son of the
founder Hasan-i Buzurg, in Baghdad. Dawlatshah has collected a

number of anecdotes showing the intimacy between Salman and this
Royal Patron of his. Salman’'s fame is wellfounded. There is hardly

any doubt that he in his mastering of all pure technical refinements

is to be classed among the supreme in Persian literature so rich in
great poets. Hereto bear witness the many strongly laudatory words
in Persian biographers, especially Dawlatshah and Jamil (on refer-
ences to Salman from various sources see P. 274 in Dr. Khayyamplr's
Farhang-i sukhunvaran, Tabriz 1340). The court poetry, in which
Salmian was a master, could not inspire to philosophical profoundities,
but even if the contents thus often seemed to be without fervour and
humane interest, Salman as regards the formal side is in many ways
creating and original. He excelled in the so-called gaside-yi masni®
(the artificial, overrefined Qaside), but with a sense of what was

right, and lasting, of original compositions. His use of iham (ambi-



Foreword

It had long been felt that an organized
effort was needed to publish more reliable
editions of Persian texts, pbased on the most
authentic manuscripts, and prepared by accepted
critical methods. With various collections of
Persian manuscripts coming to light or becoming
more easily accessible, notably those in Turkey,
Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, and Persia, the
need for such editions had become increasingly
more widely felt. The rapid flow of corrupt or
less careful editions, and the relatively restricted
range of the excellent Gibb Memorial Series
had made the task even more urgent.

The present series, published by the Royal
institute for Book Publication, is a step in that
direction.

The series aims at definitive editions of
Persian texts in literary as well as in scientific
fields. No endeavour is being spared in making
exhaustive use of all relevant sources. Generally,
the texts are based on the oldest available
manuscripts, except when for special reasons
particular manuscripts are preferred. The
variants are carefully recorded.

Within the limits of the available data,
introductory essays attempt to throw as much
light as possible on the writer and his work.

Explanatory notes, glossaries, and appendices
are provided, when necessary, to facilitate the
understanding and use of the text without
recourse to other sources.

General Editor
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